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A REMINDER

Long before the direct attack on its neighbours Hitlerism
openly prepared the criminal war, which it started at the moment
of its own choosing. It is well known that Hitlerism found
unscrupulous henchmen and sanguinary accomplices. It is also
well known that when German Fascism, which had made an easy
tour of all Europe, invaded the Soviet Union, it faced an unflinch-
ing adversary. The country of Soviets, which had saved European
civilisation in bloody battles with German Fascism, is with good
reason at present reminding Governments of their responsibility
for the future of peace-loving nations after the termination of
this war.

It is the more necessary to do this, because before this war
the warning voice of the Soviet Republic was not heard with
due attention. This is no time to explain lengthily why this
happened. It cannot be proved that there was no desire to pre-
vent the war. It has been fully proved, however, that Govern-
ments which once claimed a leading part in Europe showed their
inability, if not their reluctance, to prevent the war, with the
consequences of which it will be not so easy to cope.

This Conference is called upon to lay the foundations of the
future security of nations. This is a great problem which it
has so far been impossible to solve successfully.

Everybody knows that the League of Nations in no way coped
with this problem. It betrayed the hopes of those who believed
in it. It is obvious that no one wishes to restore the League of
Nations, possessing no right and no power to interfere with any
aggressor preparing for war against the peace-loving nations,
and which sometinies altogether lulled the nations' vigilance
regarding an impending aggression. The prestige of the League
of Nations was especially undermined whenever unceremonious
attempts were made to turn it into a tool of various reactionary
forces and privileged Powers.

If the sad lessons of the League of Nations must be mentioned
at present, it is only in order that past errors, which must not be
committed under the label of profuse new promises, may be avoid-
ed. It is impossible, however, to count indefinitely upon the
patience of the nations, if the Governments manifest their inability
to establish an international organisation protecting the peaceful
life of the people, their families and their young generations
against the horrors and hardships of new piratical imperialist
wars.